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August 14, 2014

Trans* Legal Needs Assessment (Ontario)

Trans* Communities Call for Participation – Community Consultation and Outreach Committee (TCCOC)
Deadline Extended to September 12, 2014.
To be considered, applications must be received prior to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time, on Friday September 12, 2014 Thursday, September 4, 2014.
Project description

The Trans Legal Needs Assessment (Ontario) is a three-year province-wide project to 1) assess the legal needs of transgender (trans*) community members, and the needs of lawyers/legal service providers in serving trans clients; 2) conduct education and information sessions with trans community members as well as lawyers/legal service providers in cities around Ontario, and 3) identify barriers to accessing justice and make recommendations to improve access to justice and substantive justice for trans* Ontarians. While the project is focussed on the needs of the broader trans* community, a specific component will be dedicated to trans* people living with HIV. Data will be collected through surveys which will be distributed to trans* communities in Ontario, and through focus groups which will be held across the province. 

The project is funded by Legal Aid Ontario (LAO), with additional funding provided by the Ontario HIV Treatment Network (OHTN) to better meet the needs of those living with HIV. Project partners include LAO, HIV & AIDS Legal Clinic Ontario (HALCO), Western University, and University of Toronto. HALCO is lead organization on the project, and N. Nicole Nussbaum, is the project lead. To conduct this project, information will be gathered from trans* Ontarians as well as from legal service providers through surveys, focus groups, and interviews. The project will also include the provision of public legal education to trans* communities (law and legal services “101”) and trans* competencies training (trans* “101”) to legal service providers. A final project report will make recommendations to help ensure that the legal needs of trans* communities are met. It is intended that a second phase of the project will follow that will focus on the implementation of the recommendations developed through the legal needs assessment.

TCCOC Description

The project is seeking 15 trans* identified individuals to join our Trans* Community Consultation and Outreach Committee (TCCOC). TCCOC will make an important contribution to the project by ensuring that the project captures trans* legal needs across areas that are relevant and meaningful for the diverse trans* communities. Members of TCCOC will provide input into the design of surveys and focus groups/ workshops, promote the participation of trans* people across Ontario, and assist with the interpretation of the research results and direction of the project report.

TCCOC will have two in-person meetings; one in the design phase of the project and the second when the initial research analysis is complete. TCCOC will also connect at regular intervals throughout the project, and input will be requested from time to time. Accessibility issues will be addressed to ensure the participation and contribution of all committee members. 

Qualifications

Members will be selected based on trans* community knowledge, experience, and advocacy, and experience with legal concerns or needs. To ensure that the membership will provide representation and expertise in relation to legal needs and issues across the diversity of trans* communities, the committee will be structured to include a diversity of trans* identities, geographic location, abilities, and socio-demographic background. 

If interested, members of TCCOC living with HIV/AIDS are encouraged to indicate their interest in joining a distinct advisory committee that is focussed on the legal experiences of trans* people living with HIV/AIDS. HIV/AIDS status will be maintained as confidential by the project subject to voluntarily disclosure at TCCOC meetings or to the extent authorized by individual committee member(s).
Honorarium 

TCCOC members will receive a small honorarium for their participation. Applicants will be advised of the honorarium details if and when they are selected for membership. 

Applications

If you are interested in joining the committee, please complete and submit the attached application form, a cover letter, a resume, and contact information for at least 2 references. 

Please submit applications to N. Nicole Nussbaum, project lead, at transneedsassessment@lao.on.ca.

Trans* Legal Needs Assessment Ontario

Trans* Community Consultation and Outreach Committee Application Form

Name: 
     
Email: 
     
Location in Ontario (town, city, etc.):      
Telephone:      
Is it OK for us to call you?  


  Yes
  No

Is it OK for us to leave messages for you?  
  Yes
  No

Please use as much space as necessary to answer the following questions:

1. Please tell us about why you are interested in being involved in this project as a member of the Trans* Community Consultation and Outreach Committee. 

     
2. Please describe your involvement in, and commitment to, social justice or community advocacy.

     
3. To ensure we have representation from those with knowledge in some areas that can impact trans* legal needs and service access, please check below if you have either any personal experience or extensive community involvement with any of the following?


Immigration to Canada/Refugee Issues


Family legal matters (e.g. child custody, support, divorce, child protection)


Racialization or racism


Aboriginal legal issues or experience related to colonialism


School-based issues related to gender identity or expression


Living in rural Ontario


Health-care-related legal issues related to gender identity or expression


Employment issues related to gender identity or expression


Poverty and social assistance


Language barriers to accessing legal services


Involvement with the criminal justice system


Experience with sex work


Homelessness and housing instability


Living in Northern Ontario


Disability-related legal issues


Living with HIV/AIDS


Seniors issues related to gender identity or expression


Youth issues related to gender identity or expression 
4. For applicants living with HIV/AIDS only, please check if you are interested in participating in a sub-committee that would meet separately on occasion to discuss HIV-related legal needs and issues:        Yes, I am interested.
Please send a copy of this form along with a resume, cover letter and the contact information of at least 2 references to N. Nicole Nussbaum, project lead, at transneedsassessment@lao.on.ca.
